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REDDING MAN IS CHARGED WITH TRANSMITTING AND 
ORDERING CHILD PORNOGRAPHY ON THE INTERNET 

SACRAMENTO--United States Attorney McGregor W. Scott announced today that a 

RONALD DEAN JOHNSON, 33, of Redding, has been charged in a criminal complaint with 

transmitting child pornography over the Internet and receiving a child pornography videotape 

through the U.S. mails. JOHNSON was arrested on April 3, 2003, and made an initial 

appearance before United States Magistrate John F. Moulds in Sacramento on April 4, 2003. On 

motion of the United States, JOHNSON was detained without bail. A preliminary hearing was 

set for April 18, 2003, at 2:00 P.M. 

According to Assistant United States Attorney Camil A. Skipper, who is prosecuting the 

case, the complaint alleges that in January 2003, Johnson responded to an Internet newsgroup 

posting advertising videotapes featuring minor boys engaged in sexually explicit conduct. The 

advertisement was part of an undercover operation conducted by the United States Postal 

Inspection Service. The complaint alleges that during the course of JOHNSON's e-mail 

correspondence with the undercover postal inspector, JOHNSON transmitted three image files 

depicting minor males engaged in sexually explicit conduct. The complaint also alleges that 

JOHNSON ordered a videotape depicting minor males engaged in sexually explicit conduct, and 

on April 2, 2003, accepted delivery of the videotape by a undercover postal inspector disguised 

as a mail carrier. 



The complaint alleges that JOHNSON volunteered at Shasta County elementary schools, 

acted a mentor with an "at risk" youth program, and served as a cabin counselor at a summer 

camp. JOHNSON also is known to have entertained minor boys in his apartment. 

Anyone with information concerning RONALD DEAN JOHNSON or his contact with 

children should call Postal Inspector Gary Welsh at (415) 778-5911 (24 hours) or Investigator 

Kevin Kimple of the Redding Police Department at (530) 225-4214. 

The charges are only allegations, and the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless 

proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 

If convicted, the maximum penalty under federal law for each offense of transmitting and 

receiving child pornography is ten years imprisonment and a fine of $250,000. 

This case is the product of an extensive investigation by the Cleveland and San Francisco 

Field Offices of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, with the considerable assistance of the 

Redding Police Department. 
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